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greatly increases the debt we already owe to the author. Though it will 
never secure a wide class of readers, the small class that it appeals to 
must mark, leam, and inwardly digest it; and in assisting and in some 
degree guiding the work of this class the book will make permanent 
contributions to the thought of the twentieth century. 

„ Thomas Walker Page. 

University or California. ^^ *"^ 

The Domesday Boroughs. By Adoiphtjs Ballard. Oxford, 
The Clarendon Press, 1904. — vi, 135 pp. 

Mr. Ballard has attacked a difficult subject. The complexities of 
his problems make those of the vill and manor seem easy in comparison. 
He has been compelled to leave many questions in abeyance and con- 
tent himself with a presentation of the evidence. In his quest for the 
general theory or scheme which William's officers had in mind when 
they spoke of a "borough," he reaches conclusions that are largely 
negative. This, however, is no depreciation of Mr. Ballard's book, for 
it is a critical contribution to Domesday literature. It exemplifies the 
careful research in the Survey which is necessary to arrive at correct 
results; it is a warning to hasty generalizers; it destroys some time-worn 
theories that have got as far afield as Fiske's Civil Government. At the 
outset Mr. Ballard develops Professor Maitland's plan of classifying 
boroughs into simple and complex according to the homogeneity or 
heterogeneity of the tenure. The boroughs of the latter group being far 
more numerous and important, the author devotes most of his attention 
to them. He brings together a vast amount of useful evidence relating 
to the system of tenure, internal organization and financial arrange- 
ments. The tenurial relations of the composite borough to outlying 
properties and to non-resident lords are illustrated by excellent maps 
which ought to clear up the confusion of a novitiate in Domesday lore. 
No important phase of the borough is left untouched. There are, for 
example, a few pages on each of the following topics: relation of the 
borough to king, earl and sheriff, sac and soc, the borough court, the 
burgesses, the customs, the geld, the gablum, the mint, markets and 
tolls, military and other services, amends and forfeitures and borough 
property. Under the appropriate headings, the reader will find brought 
together materials from Domesday which represent long and patient 
research. Mr. Ballard attempts few generalizations, but those which 
he makes are important. He has not found much communalism in 
the boroughs. He has discovered only two clear-cut instances of 
property belonging to burgesses as a body (p. 89). The author's con- 
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elusions concerning the borough and its court are also interesting 
although negative rather than constructive. Here he differs from Dr. 
Stubbs' view that its jurisdiction was cut out of the jurisdiction of the 
hundred court. He finds no evidence in Domesday that the borough, 
except in a few isolated cases, was a hundred of itself or that there was 
a separate borough court which excluded the jurisdiction of the hundred 
court. The creation of a separate exclusive court and the non-admis- 
sion of the sheriff, he believes to be twelfth century work. 

An appendix to the book contains useful and suggestive notes on the 
boroughs in Anglo-Saxon times. The value of this portion of the work 
is lessened by the lack of discrimination in the use of the documents 
printed in Kemble's Codex. Mr. Ballard has used without comment 
some of the charters which Kemble marks as of doubtful authenticity. 
At least four-fifths of the two hundred and forty pieces which Kemble 
printed in his first volume are taken from mediaeval chartularies or 
other sources of a period later than Anglo-Saxon times. Therefore in 
using these materials, it is well to remember that the clerks who copied 
and forged were aware of the weight which antiquity gives to claims. 
However, Mr. Ballard has done a piece of work useful to students of 
Domesday and to that scholar who is to write the much needed history 

of English boroughs. „, „ 

° Chari.es Beard. 



The Administration of the American Revolutionary Army. By 
Louis Clinton Hatch, Ph.D. Harvard Historical Studies, Vol- 
ume X. Longmans, Green & Co., New York, 1904. — 229 pp. 

By the American revolutionary army Mr. Hatch means the conti- 
nental army, to the exclusion of the militia of the colonies, or states, 
which was more or less completely incorporated with it. Of the mili- 
tary systems of the states and the part which they contributed to the 
war he has little to say. His attention is directed toward the federal 
side of the system. His treatment of that, moreover, is confined chiefly 
to the army which was immediately under the command of Washington. 
The sources which he has used are chiefly those which center about 
Washington — letters from him and to him, his dealings with Congress, 
letters of the group of men who surrounded him and who were either 
his faithful servants or his secret enemies. Of the army of the North, 
which operated against Canada and captured Burgoyne, he makes 
little account. The same is true of the forces which were successively 
sent to the South or which were formed there. It is of course true that 



